
Mia Moorcroft

TWO Philippine seamen who recently 
suffered severe burns in an explosion on 
their ship anchored offshore from Richards 
Bay, may soon return home after local 
doctors used an innovative skin graft 
procedure to treat their second and third 
degree burns.

Surgeon Dr Craig Lacey, assisted by 
Acroteq Medical Technology’s Arnold 
Veeran and occupational therapist 
Leandi Richter, for the first time on 
Friday applied the unique Humeca 
Meek technique on one of the patients’  
burnt arm and hand at Netcare The Bay 
Hospital.

The procedure essentially allows 
harvested skin to expand by quadrupling 
its original size on a wound.

This has proven to be exceptionally 
effective in treating large burn areas with 
a high survival rate of skin graft, shorter 
time of skin fusion and faster recovery 
time.

The Bay Hospital is only the second 
private hospital in South Africa to use this 
treatment.

Tomorrow (Friday), the patient’s legs 
will be treated by the team.

‘This technique is very exciting and 
if it works as well as we expect, we will 
certainly use it again going forward,’ said 
Dr Lacey.

‘We deal with a lot of burn cases, 
especially children, and mortality rates are 
high.

‘The procedures can also be extremely 
expensive, so public hospitals tend to 
battle with these cases.’

Veeran said Meek is a relatively simple 
technique.

‘Skin graft is placed on a cork plate, cut 
into 196 pieces 3mm by 3mm wide and then 
pulled apart on an elastic gauze into ‘tiny 
islands’ equally distanced apart that will 
grow together until the burnt area is fully 
covered.

‘What is fantastic about this procedure 
is that in such an advanced technological 
society, we have managed to go back to a 
manual technique with incredible results for 
burn victims,’ said Veeran.

Dr Lacey warned that parents need to 
keep a close eye on children around cooking 
pots, stoves, fires and when using paraffin.

‘We see countless children rushed into 
hospital with burn wounds, particularly 
during winter.

‘Always remain aware of the dangers 
when cooking. The most common cases are 
toddlers reaching for a pot, which tips over 
spilling boiling water on their faces and 
upper bodies.’
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Ground-breaking 
surgery for ship 
burn victims

New skin graft technique 
introduced to Bay Hospital

Dr Craig Lacey, Arnold Veeran and Leandi Richter conduct 
the Meek technique at Netcare The Bay Hospital on Friday Dr Craig Lacey

Woman raped in brazen 
daylight house robbery
Conelia Harry

A HOUSE robbery turned 
violent when a Brackenham 
woman was raped inside her 
home on Tuesday morning.

According to Richards 
Bay SAPS spokesperson 
Captain Debbie Ferreira, the 
incident occurred at about 
9.30am when three men 
entered the house.

The victim, who is in 
her fifties, was sexually 
assaulted and the robbers 
fled with jewellery, electrical 

appliances and a television.
‘The case has been 

transferred to the Family 
Violence, Child Protection 
and Sexual Offences Unit 
(FCS) for investigation,’ said 
Ferreira.

The incident sent 
shock waves through the 
community with frantic 
warnings circulating on 
social media platforms and 
calling on the community to 
pray for the victim and her 
family.

A week ago a teenager 

was raped during a house 
robbery in Mzingazi.

‘We urge residents to 
remain vigilant about 
security measures at their 
premises at all times.

‘Residents should keep 
their houses secured and 
doors and burglar gates must 
always be kept locked,’ said 
Ferreira.

‘Homeowners should 
also educate their domestic 
workers about safety when 
executing their duties around 
the home.’

Injured lion kills HiP employee

Man mugged and shot in foot

Tamlyn Jolly

FUNERAL arrangements 
are underway for the 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 
employee who was attacked 
and killed by a lioness in 
the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park 
(HiP) on Monday morning.

The 45-year-old man 
had been employed by the 
conservation authority for 
the past 16 years. 

In his capacity as water 
attendant, it was his job to 
switch on the water pumps 
every morning. 

It was during Monday’s 

routine switching on of 
a pump that the lioness 
attacked him. 

Ezemvelo spokesperson 
Musa Mntambo confirmed 
the deceased had been 
within four metres of the 
lioness, who had been 
crippled for some time, 
when she attacked.

A guide who has observed 
the lioness and her activity 
both within and outside 
the pride over the past 
two years, said that being 
crippled, she had always 
been nervous and believes 
it was more than likely a 

defensive attack. 
He said pride dynamics 

had recently changed and 
she had not been seen with 
the core of the pride and its 
new males for the past few 
months.

The lioness was destroyed 
shortly after the incident. 

In a statement on Monday, 
Mntambo said it was park 
management plan policy to 
destroy sick or injured lions 
to minimise such incidents. 

At the time of going to 
print, Ezemvelo was yet 
to release the name of the 
deceased.

Tameem Cajee

A MAN was shot in the 
foot in the area close 
to the Umfolozi Casino 
Resort in Empangeni 
while fleeing from an 
unknown gunman on 
Saturday.

A second man under 
attack escaped into the 
nearby greenbelt. 

A witness said the 
gunman picked up a bag at 
the scene of the shooting 
before disappearing. 

Three shots were fired 
during the incident. 

The injured man was 
transported to hospital 
by Meditrax Emergency 
Services. 

Police said instances 
of muggings have been 
reported in the area in the 
recent past, but no arrests 
have been made.
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ON THE WHEELS 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Code 8 from R1 000
Code 10 from R1 500
Code 14 from R1 800

Suite 11 Kernat Building 6 Union Street, Empangeni
� 073 658 9381  079 993 5428
Email: onthewheelsds@gmail.com
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Our opening 
specials are still 
on , but will not 

last long!
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www.zululandobserver.co.za


